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Social Studies, Geography & History 
The Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada - OESSTA 

 

Grade 8, Strand B  Significant Moments Worth Remembering in Early Sikh Settlement 
 
Students will inquire about events/moments that have had the most significant impact on Sikh 
Canadians in the early 1900s. 
 
Inquiry question:  Does a settler group’s initial experience in a country continue to frame their 
future experiences as Canadian citizens? 
 
  
 
 
Learning Goals Success Criteriaess Criteria 
Students will… 
•  focus on the historical perspective of 

Sikh Canadians, how and when they 
arrived in Canada and what contributions 
they have made in the past 100 years to 
Canadian culture, thinking about what has 
changed and what has remained the same 
with regards to societal attitudes. 

 

Students will know they are successful when 
they…. 
● Can state what they believe to be the 

historical perspective of the Canadian 
government with regards to Sikh 
Canadian immigration in the early 
1900s 

● Can infer whether the future for Sikh 
Canadians will remain the same or 
differ with regards to societal attitudes, 
using evidence from what they have 
learned  

● Can create effective questions to 
determine the most important 
information from the chosen article 

 
Connections 
 Inquiry Learning 
Goal: 

  Students will create effective questions, analyze informational text, draw 
conclusions and communicate their findings 

Social Studies/ 
Historical Thinking 
Concept 

Continuity and Change 
Historical Significance  

 
 

byron 
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Materials: 
● Access to laptops/personal devices  
● Websites offered to students 
● Charts of questions for each student 
● Group response chart (one per student) 
● Sign with each event/moment and date written on it 
● Final assessment question for each student 

 
Minds On:  Looking at the timelines the students created last class, ask them as a 
group to answer the following discussion questions: 
● What appears to be the historical perspective of the Canadian government 

and citizens with regards to Sikh Canadians settling in BC in the early 
1900s?  Find 3 examples to support your response. 

● How would you feel if you were in this situation at this time?  Why do you 
think you might feel this way? 

● Do you think that the journey of the Sikh Canadians will get better or worse 
after this time?  Why do you think this? (Continuity and Change) 

(see newspaper at end of lesson, written in 1907 that discusses this exact 
question) 

 
Action 
 
Have each student choose one question to answer in one-on-one conversation with 
teacher while working through the action 
 
The Continuous Journey Regulation 1908/The Komagata Maru 1914/ Sundar 
Singh 1912/Asiatic Exclusion League 1907 
 
The Continuous Journey regulation 1908 
https://www.pier21.ca/research/immigration-history/continuous-journey-
regulation-1908 
 
The Komagata Maru 1914 
https://www.pier21.ca/explore/online/tell-me-more-about/komagata-maru 
other resource options: 
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http://komagatamarujourney.ca/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lESXKvQyb7M (wonderful documentary on 
the Komagata Maru) 
 
Sundar Singh 1912 
http://speeches.empireclub.org/62324/data 
https://torontoist.com/2014/05/historicist-fair-play-for-sikh-pioneers/ 
 
The Asiatic Exclusion League 1907 
https://thetyee.ca/Culture/2015/07/03/The-Riot-That-Changed-Canada/ 
 
Place students in groups of 4.  Have students choose one of the 4 topics. As a class, 
develop questions to determine what knowledge would be important to understand 
the material you read.   
 
     Class question                                                   response/evidence 

   

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Write down the 5 most relevant points you found out 
 
If doing as a google classroom assignment, submit independent responses before 
going to groups (even if not completed) 
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After answering the questions above, have students connect with other students 
who have also chosen this event for 30 - 40 minutes to discuss their findings.   
  

1.  As a group, summarize your article into 5 - 10 points (point form) and find a 
picture to accompany your information 

2. Share answers to the questions above and assist each other in constructing 
confidant responses 

 
Return to original group and share your article (through the group summary and 
picture) and share two of the questions and responses you worked through 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Ontario Elementary Social Studies Teachers Association, 2018                                               www.oessta-teachers.ca    
Page 5 

 
 
 
 
PART 2 
Upon completion of each group’s short presentation, fill in the chart below 
independently.  Each student must answer 2 of the questions for each 
event/moment but each question must be answered at least once. 
 
 

 What was this 
event/moment 
mostly about? 
(4 points) 

Why is this 
event/moment 
more 
historically 
significant? 

Who is this 
event/moment 
significant 
for? How do 
you know? 

What long 
term or short 
term 
consequences 
could this 
have? 

Asiatic 
Exclusion 
League (1907) 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Continuous 
Journey 
Regulation 
(1908) 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Sundar Singh 
(1912) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Komagata 
Maru (1914) 
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Consolidation:  Place a sign of each event/moment in the 4 corners of the room 
and ask students to think of their OWN response to the following question: 
 
Which of these 4 events/moments do you think may have had the greatest impact 
on Sikh Canadians in the early 1900s? 
 
Have students walk to the sign of the event/moment they believe is the answer to 
this question.  If there is a sign with only one student, have teacher go and join 
student. 
 
Have the students that are there share their reason for standing where they are 
standing with the group and then as a group formulate an argument why they are at 
the correct spot and share with the class. 

 
 
Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada connection:Primary Source Used 
 
Museum Website has information about all 4 topics in their timeline link that students can use 
to further their understanding of their chosen topic. 
 
http://komagatamarujourney.ca/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lESXKvQyb7M 
http://speeches.empireclub.org/62324/data 
https://torontoist.com/2014/05/historicist-fair-play-for-sikh-pioneers/ 
 
Extensions 
To learn more:  After sharing time, have each student create a written response to the  
Following question:  Choosing one of the significant moments the students have analyzed, 
“How do you think this event will impact future Sikh Canadians?” (Continuity and Change) 
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Appendix: 
 
     Class question                                                   response/evidence 
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 What was this 

event/moment 
mostly about? 
(4 points) 

Why is this 
event/moment 
more 
historically 
significant? 

Who is this 
event/moment 
significant 
for? How do 
you know? 

What long 
term or short 
term 
consequences 
could this 
have? 

Asiatic 
Exclusion 
League (1907) 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Continuous 
Journey 
Regulation 
(1908) 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Sundar Singh 
(1912) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Komagata 
Maru (1914) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Ontario Elementary Social Studies Teachers Association, 2018                                               www.oessta-teachers.ca    
Page 9 

 



 
 
Ontario Elementary Social Studies Teachers Association, 2018                                               www.oessta-teachers.ca    
Page 10 

 
 

 


